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TRUMP SIGNS 
TAX OVERHAUL 
INTO LAW 


President Donald Trump 
finalizes his top legislative 
achievement on Friday in 
the Oval Office. He contin- 
ues to pitch the tax plan as a 
win for the middle class and 
says that he doesn’t expect 
to do much traveling to sell 
the plan because “it’s selling 
itself.” Nation, 2A 

And weighs in on Florida 
governor: The president 
tweets that Republican Rep. 
Ron DeSantis is “a brilliant 
young leader” who “would 
make a GREAT governor.” 
Local, 1B 


3 men arrested 
in fatal shooting 


Pasco County detectives 
say that members of an 
infamous motorcycle gang 
executed a rival at a red light 
Thursday afternoon. Sheriff 
Chris Nocco says he has no 
doubt that more violence is 
on the way. Local, 1B 


An audiobook 
with pictures 


Aaron Sorkin makes his 
directorial debut in Molly's 
Game, a movie that is some- 
times inspiring to hear but 
always obvious to watch. 
Steve Persall review, 2B 


Welcome home, 
Princess Ulele 


Richard Gonzmart installs 
an1,800 pound, 8-by-8-by- 
6-foot bust of the American 
Indian princess outside the 
Tampa restaurant that bears 
her name. Business, 4B 


Are changes 
on the way? 


There may still be two 
weeks left, but Bucs coach 
Dirk Koetter could already 
be facing fourth and long. 
Sports, 1 


EPA officials 
leaving in waves 

An effort to trim the agency's 
ranks has taken a toll on 
morale. Nation, 10A 
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Warm weekend 
Hm 2 pP SA 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
64° 76° 76° 70° 

0% chance of rain 

More, back page of Sports 


» 
Get up and go 


~ Sa Itching for some- 
(U$ thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 

going on? Worry not. We 

give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 


com/things-to-do. 
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Seminole Heights killings 


A death penalty divide 


State Attorney Andrew Warren asks the victims’ families to weigh in on the Uii 


BY HOWARD ALTMAN 
AND DAN SULLIVAN 
Times Staff Writers 


TAMPA — They each lost a 
loved one to murder. 

They each longed for justice 
amid news of an arrest. 

But now, the families of four 
people shot to death in Seminole 
Heights face a new burden — 
weighing in on the possible fate 
of the man accused of all four 
fatal shootings. 

Some favor execution if 24- 


year-old Howell Emanuel Don- 
aldson III is convicted of first- 
degree murder. 

Some can’t make up their 
minds about how to punish Don- 
aldson if he’s found guilty. 

Still others stand opposed to a 
death sentence. 

The choice rests with Hills- 
borough State Attorney Andrew 
Warren. The county’s top prose- 
cutor has said the wishes of the 
victims’ families will carry signif- 
icant weight in that decision. 


At least one family member, 
who supports capital punish- 
ment, said a recent meeting with 
prosecutors and the other fami- 
lies left him unconvinced that 
Warren would be on board. 


Donaldson is charged with 
killing Benjamin Mitchell, 22, 
Monica Hoffa, 32, Anthony Nai- 
boa, 20 and Ronald Felton, 60. 

The four murders, which 
occurred over a 51-day period 


in October and November, ter- 
rorized the southeast Seminole 
Heights neighborhood, drew 
national media attention and 
galvanized local law enforcement 
agencies in the hunt for a killer. 

Warren, whose job is to pros- 
ecute crime in Hillsborough 
County, has adopted a reserved 
approach to capital punishment 
since taking office almost a year 
ago. 

Emails and other records 
» See HEIGHTS, 9A 


Andrew 
Donaldson Ill, | Warren’s 
24, faces four decision is 


first-degree 
murder 
charges. 


expected at a 
Jan. 25 court 
hearing. 


LEADING BY EXAMPLE 


WWE star Titus O’ Neil 


shares his story to help 
kids see that trouble 


early in life doesn’t have 
to hold them back. 


Bullard, 40, jokes with his son TJ, 13, at Uncle 
Maddio’s Pizza in Lutz after returning from 
wrestling in Abu Dhabi and India. 


Photos by OCTAVO JONES | Times 
WWE wrestler Titus O’Neil (real name Thaddeus Bullard) greets his fans at Ruskin Elementary on Nov. 16. His latest 
project is the “Joy of Giving Tampa,” which will distribute gifts and services today to families in need. 


BY LANGSTON TAYLOR 
Times Staff Writer 


TAMPA 


itus O’Neil, the former University of Florida foot- 
ball player turned WWE wrestling star, is sweat- 


ing buckets. 


He isn’t in the ring or lifting weights. He’s in 
the Sligh Middle School gym, playing a fierce 
game of pickup basketball with students after 
giving a speech to about 200 of them. 


Many of the kids recognize Titus from television or 
video games, but few know the story of Thaddeus Bullard, 
his real name. He tells it to them in unusually blunt terms. 

“I come from a single-parent home,’ Bullard says. “My 
mother was raped at a very young age.” 


She was just 12 when she gave 
birth to him — no older than 
most of them, he says. Growing 
up, everyone told him he would 
be dead or in jail before he was 
old enough to vote. 

Bullard, 40, tells his story 
often, always making sure to 
remind kids that their teach- 
ers care about them, that they 
should say no to drugs, that they 
can go places in life even if those 


places don’t include college. 

While the students eat cake 
and PDQ fried chicken, Bullard 
pulls out a rack of basketballs 
and plays full-court, five-on-five 
— he and Sligh staff against sev- 
eral excited students. He doesn’t 
spend much time chatting with 
individual kids on these vis- 
its, which he makes often, usu- 
ally squeezed between wres- 
» See TITUS, 11A 
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Latvala 
donors 

request 
refunds 


The politician 
has four political 
accounts that add 
up to almost $5M. 


BY MARK PUENTE 
Times Staff Writer 

As Sen. Jack Latvala faces 
a public corruption investi- 
gation, its unclear what the 
prodigious fundraiser will do 
with the nearly $5 million he 
controls in various campaign 
accounts. 

Already, major donors 
such as Tampa Electric and 
Duke Energy are asking for 
refunds. 

While the Clearwater 
Republican and former Senate 
budget chairman’s long-shot 
bid for governor collapsed, 
Latvala’s resignation letter did 
not address whether he was 
ending his campaign. No deci- 
sion has yet been made. 

“Tf I drop out of the gover- 
nor’s race, the donors who gave 
to the cam- 
paign will 
get a prorat- 
ed portion 
of the mon- 
ey _ back,” 
Latvala said 
Thursday 
about the 
$778,000 in 
his personal 
gubernatori- 
al campaign 
account. 

But could 
staying in the race allow Latv- 
ala to use any of the money for 
a legal defense if prosecutors 
charge him with corruption- 
related crimes? 

“The money has to be used 
for election purposes,” said 
Mark Herron, a Tallahassee 
elections lawyer and veteran 
legislative observer. “It makes 
no difference what account it 
is in. It makes no difference if 
he is still a candidate. The law 
is clear.” 

State Division of Elections 


Jack Latvala 
has not yet 
ended his 
campaign for 
governor. 


» See LATVALA, 1A 


Police: Paranoid man shot woman 


The slaying of a pregnant woman was random, authorities said. 


Elizabeth 
Rosado, 30, 
was fatally 
shot while in 
a car with her 
family. 


BY JOSH SOLOMON 
Times Staff Writer 

CLEARWATER — Javier and 
Elizabeth Rosado were brain- 
storming baby names last week- 
end. She was 13 weeks pregnant. 
The couple didn’t know if their 
child would be a boy or a girl. 

It’s a question that, for Javier 
Rosado, will forever go unan- 
swered. 

His wife was shot and killed by 


a “high-powered rifle” fired into 
the family car Sunday, according 
to Clearwater police. 

The 30-year-old mother was 
struck in the head. She was rid- 
ing with her husband, brother 
and 10-year-old stepdaughter, 
headed home from church that 
evening. 

Police revealed nothing about 
the investigation until five days 
later. They announced Friday 


the arrest of Charles Groucho 
Allen Jr., 40, on two counts of 
first-degree murder, one for the 
mother and the other for her 
fetus. 

Allen has been in state prison 
six times, records show. His last 
stint was six years served for 
drug charges. He was released in 
March. 

Javier Rosado, 34, stood along- 
» See SHOOTING, 10A 


Clearwater 
police load 
Charles 
Groucho Allen 
Jr. into a van 
for transport 
to jail Friday 
after charging 
him with two 
counts of 
first-degree 
murder for 
the death 

of Elizabeth 
Rosado and 
her fetus on 
Sunday. 


JIM DAMASKE | Times 


